Birth practice patterns in urban slums of Dhaka, Bangladesh.
This study describes the patterns of birth related practices amongst women from an urban slum population in Dhaka city during December 1988 to May 1989. A household census identified all resident women of childbearing age in Rajabazar ward of Dhaka city. Of the 1017 women so identified, 289 women who had given birth to their last child over the previous five years were randomly selected for interview using a structured interview schedule. To observe actual birth practices, sixteen women pregnant for six months or more at the time of the census were followed-up to the immediate post-natal period. Eight local traditional birth attendants (TBAs) were interviewed informally to obtain insights about birthing techniques. A case study for a typical 'normal' delivery is presented and discussed.